Alley cropping has received considerable attention over the last decade as an agroforestry technology with potential to sustain crop productivity via enhanced soil protection, nutrient cycling, and/or reduced weed pressure (Kang et aI., 1981(Kang et aI., , 1985(Kang et aI., , 1990. The system involves the growing of food crops in the alleys formed by hedgerows of fast-growing trees. Hedgerow species are generally N-fixing and offer the potential for enhancement of the soil N status in addition to recycling soil nutrients. The hedgerows are pruned periodically to provide green manure or mulch for the crops in the alleys and to minimize shading and root competition by the hedgerows.
